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GREGORY E. STRONG

Mayor Curtis Menard
350 E. Dahlia Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645

November 28", 2007

RE: The Castle Mountain Earthquake Fault in Houston, Alaska

Dear Mayor Mehard,

At last week’s Assembly Meeting you were provided with an “Evaluation Matrix” for the
proposed routes for the Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project (Exhibit A). The Matrix
reviewed ten (10) categories for eight (8) proposed routes. A map reflecting each of the
proposed routes is included ( Exhibit B).

What is of concemn, and the reason for this letter is that the status of the sub surface
geologic estate is NOT part of the Evaluation Matrix. The proposed Houston South route
runs perfectly parallel for its entire length of travel with the Castle Mountain Earthquake
Fault (Exhibit C). Let me be clear, we’re not talking about the proposed rail line merely
crossing the fault, but rather the proposed route runs directly on top of or directly along
side of the fault from the Susitna River to the Parks Highway. Dr. Peter Hacussler of the
USGS states that this fault could fail at anytime with an expected 7.2 magnitude
earthquake.(1) This fault line has failed every 650-700 years for the last 2500 years. The
last time this fault line failed was 650 years ago.

The construction of a portion of a quaiict ol a billion dollar w2il project pard for with
taxpayer dollars on top of a known, well documented and well studxed earthquake fault is

something prudent officials, such as your self, should avoid.

Even minor quakes could create frequent rail alignment failures resulting in numerous,
expensive derailments. Before this process gets passed along to persons in Washington
D.C. with the Surtface Transportation Board, let me urge you to remove tfrom
consideration the Houston South route as it is certainly not a safe, viable, commercial
transportation route.

P.O. Box 875169, WASILLA, ALASKA 99687
ProNE: (907) 745-9096 « Fax: (907) 746-6440



(1) Haeussler, Peter J ., Seismic Disturbances of Upper Quaternary Deposits along the
Castle Mountain Fault near Houston, Alaska: US Geological Survey Open File
Report 1998 '

Attachments (3)

Cce:

John Binkley, The Alaska Railroad Corporation
Sen. L. Green

Sen. C. Huggins

Rep. M. Neuman

Mayor C. Menard

Surface Transportation Board
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